THE   PEOPLE   OF   MOSUL

The Nestorians are the true Chaldeans, and repu-
sdiate the name Nestorian. They live amongst the
mountains, have resisted all efforts of the Romish
Church, and remain true to the faith of their fathers.
They, in common with the other Christians, date
their Christianity from the time of the Apostles as
the converts of St. Thomas. They refuse to accept
Nestorius, the Patriarch of Constantinople, as their
founder, saying that he was a Greek, while they
were Syrians. They assert that "he did not even
know our language, and so how could he have pro-
pagated his doctrines among us ?" and they also
declare that their religion was an established fact
long before Nestorius was born. They have their
own Patriarch, who resides near Van, a distance of
ten days from Mosul. They regard the Pope and
his followers with feelings of great hatred, and are
said to curse him and his forefathers regularly every
day. In answer to a message from the Pope urging
reconciliation with Rome, the Patriarch sent the
following answer: " I shall never become a Roman
Catholic, and should you ever induce my people
to do so, I would sooner become a dervish or a
mullah than degrade myself by an alliance with
the Pope."

The Patriarch of the Nestorians is not allowed
to marry; he is also compelled to be a strict vege-
tarian. When it is thought advisable to nominate
a successor to the archbishopric, the wife of a
near relative (if possible, a brother) of the then
Patriarch is chosen as the possible mother of the
future dignitary. She is set apart as holy till the

birth of her child, her diet meanwhile being strictly
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